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BA I – PAPER III - SEM II – UNDERSTANDING PROSE - AUTOBIOGRAPHY 

WAITING FOR VISA BY DR. BABASAHEB AMBEDKAR 

Introduction 

Waiting for a Visa is a 20-page autobiographical life story of B. R. Ambedkar written in the period of 

1935–36. It consists of reminiscences (memories) drawn by Ambedkar, related to his experiences 

with untouchability, in his own handwriting. The book is used as a textbook in Columbia University, 

New York, USA. Here are some of the reminiscences drawn by Dr Ambedkar in his own handwriting. 

The manuscript traced in the collection of the People's Education Society were published by the society 

as a booklet on 19th March 1990. It seems from internal evidence that this piece was written about 

eighteen years after Dr. Ambedkar's return from America and Europe, which would be in 1935 or 

1936. 

In 1990, the People's Education Society published this work as a booklet. It was subsequently 

published by the Education Department, Government of Maharashtra, in 1993 along with some 

collections in Dr Babasaheb Ambedkar: Writings and Speeches, Vol. 12, Part I. 

The book consists of a very brief introductory passage followed by six sections; relating Ambedkar's 

experiences with untouchability, starting from his childhood from 1901 to his professional and social 

reformation up to 1935. Sections 1,2,3 and 4 consist of Ambedkar's own experiences, while Sections 

5 and 6 consist of other people's experiences with untouchability. 

 

Plot, Summary, Theme of Waiting For Visa: 

Theme: 

This is a collection of real life incidents from the life of Babasaheb Ambedkar and a few others that are 
quite illustrative of the prevalence of the inhuman practice of untouchability, wherein Babasaheb asserts 

that a Savarna (upper caste Hindu) would rather be inhuman than touch an untouchable. 

 
The stories are vivid and quite heart-rending and they have been delivered in a most direct fashion without 
euphemism. A good introduction to someone who isn't aware of the stratified state of Indian society and 

how even the Parsis, Muslims and perhaps Christians participated and even practiced untouchability. 

Untouchability is unconstitutional, but still practised. Not every Hindu is equal by birth in Hindu religion. 
This is the ground reality of Hindu society. Inter-cast marriage aren't considered good, honour killing 

happens now and then in cities and villages. Social justice is still not fully implemented. 
. 

This autobiographical work of B. R. Ambedkar gives you a glimpse of 1930s India and its caste-

discrimination when a lower untouchable couldn't drink water from a public tap or well, can't lodge in 

a public house or any upper caste person's home. This discrimination is still prevalent and practised 

when you go to a landlord asking for a room.  

 

Ambedkar very lucidly talks about the challenges an untouchable faced during this growing up years. 

He writes in this book, about the heart wrenching episodes of how being a untouchable was a sin 

equally amongst hindus, musalmans, parsis, non-educated and educated. Even after coming from a 

modest family, having studied in USA and London, he was treated no different from any other 

uneducated and poor harijan. Waiting For Visa narrates all such events in a frank and heart-touching 

way. 

Plot / Narration in short 

Waiting for Visa- Bhimrao Ambedkar-Autobiographical notes by B R Ambedkar- 1901 to 1938. The 

Book has description of the childhood and initial years of author working in India. In the book, he has 
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described the difficulties faced by him because of being a member of the Schedule Caste and thus an 

untouchable. First incident, His father worked in the Army at Koregaon which was a few miles away 

from the residence at Dupoli, Ratnagiri. His father invited the children to meet him. For this, he gave 

them money for expenses of the journey. The children had informed father by letter that they will 

arrive by train on such date and an attendant with transport – bullock cart should be arranged for them 

at the Railway Station. When the children arrived, transport and the attendant were not available. They 

waited but on finding no solution, they hired a bullock cart, crossed a river and reached their father. 

On enquiry, it was found that the letter written by the children to their father was received but not 

delivered to him. Second, Ambedkar joined as a Probationer to the Accountant General under 

Maharaja of Baroda. He applied for lodging but the Administration took time. He enquired about 

lodges and found was informed that a Parsi lodge was there. He informed that enquired the Parsi lodge 

owner that he was a Hindu and wanted a room on rent. The Parsi said that he owned a Parsi hotel and 

only Parsi’s could board. He suggested that Ambedkar could enter a Parsi name in the register of the 

hotel and stay. After some days it was discovered that he was not a Parsi and an untouchable. A group 

of Parsis came and asked him to vacate the lodge. He went to the Railway Station and left for Bombay. 

Third, Tonga accident at Chalisgaon. The Government appointed Ambedkar as a member of a 

commission to investigate the grievances of untouchables. He informed about his visit to people of 

Chalisgaon. On reaching the railway station, he was received by the local residents. He was taken in a 

Tonga to the City. During the journey he found that the Tonga driver was not able to drive the Tonga 

well and on culvert on a river with a sharp turn. The Tonga could not take the turn and turned and 

Ambedkar fell on the ground and was hurt. He went to the place of rest and enquired about the facts. 

He was informed that the local Tonga drivers refused to drive an untouchable on their Tonga. So, the 

local untouchables hired a Tonga and drove the Tonga. As they were not trained in driving a Tonga, 

they met with an accident. Fourth, Polluting the water at the fort in Daulatabad- With a group of 

untouchables, Ambedkar visited Verul (Ajanta) Caves near Aurangabad. This place is Muslim 

dominated and under the territory of the Nizam of Hyderabad. Here they washed their hands and feet 

with water. Later, the Muslims came to know that they were untouchables. They raised a commotion. 

They were allowed to visit the caves but were not allowed to use the water tanks in the area. Fifth, A 

doctor refuse to give care to an untouchable young woman at Kathiawar and she dies of illness. Sixth, 

a young clerk is abused and threatened until he gives his job- A young man was appointed as a Talathi 

in the office of Mamlatdar in Borsad Taluka in Kheda district. As he was an untouchable, he was 

threatened. The headman asked him to leave the job and go back. Ultimately, he left the job. The above 

six incidents from 1901 to 1938 show that untouchability was practiced in India. Now, after the 

Constitution of India has been adopted, people are more tolerant and such mentality has much reduced. 

Summary in detail: 

The book begins with an introduction by Dr Ambedkar. In a short one paragraph introduction, he 

introduces the theme of this book, especially for the benefit of foreigners and those who may not be 

familiar with the concept of untouchability. 

Section 1: A childhood journey to Goregaon becomes a nightmare 

The first section describes a journey undertaken in 1901 by the ten-year-old Ambedkar and his siblings, 

from their residence in Satara to Goregaon, to meet their father, and the discriminatory behaviour they 

experience en route at Masur which makes their very journey appear impossible and dangerous.  

Section 2: Back from the west, and unable to find lodging in Baroda 

This sections describes the deep divides that existed in Baroda during that time, not just between 

castes, but also between religions. In 1918, upon returning to India (after 3 years in USA and a year in 

London), Ambedkar went to Baroda state to work as a probationer in the Accountant General's Office. 

However, upon arriving in Baroda, he realized that none of the Hindu hotels would allow his to stay 

due to his lower caste. He found a Parsi inn, but here, non-Parsis were not allowed to stay. He and the 

Parsi inn-keeper reached a compromise, where by Ambedkar gave his name as a Parsi, and was allowed 

to stay. However, this fraud (his words) was discovered by other Parsis, and on the eleventh day of his 

stay, a group of angry Parsi men, armed with sticks, arrived to remove him from the inn. He had to 

http://www.dr-prafull.ga/


3 
 

 
BA English Notes – Waiting For Visa – An Autobiography by Dr Ambedkar. Compiled by Dr Prafull, Naigaon. www.dr-prafull.ga 

leave the inn that very day, and not having a place to stay, was forced to leave Baroda and return 

to Bombay to find work elsewhere. 

Section 3: Pride, awkwardness and a dangerous accident in Chalisgaon 

In this section, Ambedkar recounts an embarrassing accident that occurred to him in the village 

of Chalisgaon (Maharashtra) in 1929. He had been appointed as a member to a committee instituted 

by the Bombay government, to investigate allegations of oppression and grievances of untouchables. 

After carrying out investigations in the district of Khandesh, en route to Bombay, he disembarked at 

Chalisgaon to investigate a case of social boycott by Hindus against untouchables of that village. The 

untouchables of the village requested him to spend the night with them, but as the tonga walas 

considered it below their dignity to cart an untouchable (Ambedkar), the villagers had to hire a tonga 

(horse-driven carriage) and ride it on their own. They did so, however the untouchable riding the 

carriage was a novice, and had an accident as they were crossing the river on a culvert. Ambedkar was 

thrown off the carriage as a wheel got stuck between the stones of the culvert. This resulted in multiple 

injuries to Ambedkar and a fracture. The horse and carriage fell into the river. 

Ambedkar feels that the pride and dignity of the village untouchables (they did not want their visitor 

to have to walk to the village) made them take undue risks with the safety of their visitor. He also 

realized that even lowly menial tongawalas felt that a highly educated barrister at law untouchable was 

below them.  

Section 4: Polluting the water in the fort of Daulatabad 

This section relates to an incident in 1934 and showed Ambedkar how Muslims also treated 

untouchables as lower caste. 

Ambedkar and a group of his friends had gone to visit Daulatabad fort, during a trip 

to Aurangabad (then in the Nizam state of Hyderabad). On arriving at the fort, Ambedkar's group 

washed themselves with water kept in a tank at the fort entrance. However, after a few minutes, an 

old Mohammedan started to run after them, shouting "the Dheds (untouchables) have polluted our 

water" and soon there was a commotion, with a large group of Muslism shooting at Ambedkar's group 

and at the local untouchable community. A riot nearly resulted till Ambedkar asked them whether they 

would have behaved in the same manner if an untouchable who had converted to Islam had used that 

water. 

Section 5: A doctor refuses to give proper care and a woman dies 

This section consists of a letter which was published in Young India, a journal published 

by M.K.Gandhi in its issue of 12 December 1929. It recounts the sad experience of 

a harijan in Kathiawar, whose wife fell sick soon after giving birth to a child. The Hindu doctor refused 

to treat her directly, or see them in the house. The doctor finally agreed to see the sick lady if she were 

brought outside the harijan colony, and treated here without touching her, by passing the thermometer 

indirectly through a Muslim. Some medicine was given to her, and when her condition aggravated, the 

doctor refused to see her. She died subsequently. 

Section 6: A young clerk is abused and threatened and threatened until he gives up his job 

This section recounts the narrated experience of a Bhangi boy, recounted on 6 March 1938 at a Bhangi 

meeting in Dadar, Bombay. The educated boy got employment as a Talati in the government district 

offices of Borsad, Kheda, in what is now Gujarat. However, he was refused accommodation there, 

being an untouchable. Neither did the untouchables of the village accommodate him, fearing the wrath 

of Hindus who felt that the bhangi boy was aiming for a job which was beyond him. 

At the government office, his colleagues discriminated against him, treated him badly and did not 

allow him to drink water when thirsty for fear of the water getting polluted by his touch. Ultimately, 

matters only got worse, with a large crowd of locals threatening to kill him. 

He left this job and returned home.  

=== x ===  
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